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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Depart ment of the Navy

Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environnental | npact
Statenent (EIS)/Overseas Environnental |npact Statenent
(CElS) for Atlantic Fleet Active Sonar Training and to

Announce Public Scoping Meetings

AGENCY: Departnent of the Navy, DoD

ACTION:  Notice.

SUMVARY: Pursuant to Section (102)(2)(c) of the National
Envi ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as inplenented by
the Council on Environnmental Quality Regulations (40 C. F. R
pts 1500-1508), and Executive Order (EO 12114,
“Environnental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions” (44
Fed. Reg. 62,18722 (Mar. 29, 1979)), the Departnment of the
Navy (DON) announces its intent to prepare a conbi ned NEPA

El S and EO 12114, CEIS, to evaluate the potentia



envi ronment al consequences associated with mne warfare
(MW and anti submarine warfare (ASW active sonar training
exerci ses along the east coast and Gulf of Mexico. The

M W ASW sonar training exercises include |Independent Unit
Level Training, Coordinated Unit Level Training, and Strike
Group Training exercises. These active sonar training
exercises include air, surface, and subsurface sonar
platforns that are manned by personnel who require training
in order to maintain certification and readi ness for

depl oynent. Additionally, effective MWand ASW are
dependent on training involving coordination anong these
platforns. The EIS/OEIS will consider two Action

Al ternatives to acconplish these objectives, in addition to

the No Action Alternative.

DATES: Public scoping neetings will be held at the
foll ow ng seven sites to receive coments on environnenta
concerns that should be addressed in the ElI S/ CElS:

New London, CT; Chesapeake, VA, Mirehead Cty, NC

Charl eston, SC;, Jacksonville, FL; Panama Cty, FL; and

Corpus Christi, TX, on the follow ng dates:



1. Monday, COctober 23, 2006, 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m,
Chesapeake Conference Center, 900 G eenbrier GCrcle,

Chesapeake, VA

2. Thursday, Cctober 26, 2006, 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m,
Ameri can Bank Center, 1901 North Shoreline Boul evard, Corpus

Christi, TX

3. Thursday, Novenber 2, 2006, 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m,
Radi sson Hotel New London, 35 Governor W nthrop Boul evard,

New London, CT.

4. Tuesday, Novenber 7, 2006, 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m,

Ramada | nn Mandarin, 3130 Hartley Road, Jacksonville, FL.

5. Thursday, Novenber 9, 2006, 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m,
Marriott Bay Point Resort, 4200 Marriott Drive, Panama City,

FL.

6. Tuesday, Novenber 14, 2006, 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m,
Nat i onal Guard Arnory, 3609 Bridge Street, Mdrrehead City,

NC.



7. Thursday, Novenber 16, 2006, 5:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m,
Town and Country Inn and Conference Center, 2008 Savannah

H ghway, Charl eston, SC.

Each of the seven scoping neetings wll consist of an
i nformal, open house session with information stations
staffed by DON representatives. Additional information
concerning the neetings will be available on the EIS/ CEl S

web page located at: http://ww. AFASTEI S. GCSAI C. COV

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Atl antic Di vi si on Naval
Facilities Engineering Command, Attn: Code EV21 (Atlantic
Fl eet Sonar PM, 6506 Hanpton Blvd., Norfolk, Virginia

23508-1278; tel ephone 1-757-322-4767; Fax 757-322-4894.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON: The Navy currently uses active
sonar for ASWand MW training associated with ongoi ng

| ndependent Unit Level Training (single unit events

i ncl udi ng sonar mai ntenance), Coordi nated Unit Level
Training (Internediate and Squadron events), and Strike
Group Training (Conposite Training Unit Exercise,

Expeditionary Strike G oup Exercises, and Joint Task Force



Exerci ses) along the east coast and GQulf of Mexico. The
proposed action is to identify areas in which to conduct ASW
and M Wactive sonar training along the east coast and Gl f
of Mexico. The proposed EIS\OCEIS wll address the potenti al
consequences to the marine environnent associated with ASW
and M Wactive sonar training along the east coast and Gl f

of Mexi co.

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide and
mai ntain the long-termviability of Navy active sonar
training for the U S. Atlantic Fleet ship, submarine, and
aircraft crews to neet deploynent requirenments and naintain
proficiency of ASWand MWskills, while protecting human
health and the environnent. The need for the proposed
action is to neet the |l egal mandate for the Chief of Naval
Qperations to organi ze, equip, and train all naval forces
for conbat as directed in 10 U S.C. 85062. Navy forces nust
train to deal with the threat of nodern qui et submarines;
the nost effective detection technol ogy avail able is active
sonar detection. In addition, Navy forces nust train to
detect m nes which can prevent access to strategic areas,

damage fleet forces, and di srupt commerce.



Three alternatives, which each neet the requirenent to
train and naintain conbat-ready Navy forces, will be
analyzed in the EIS/OEIS. The No Action Alternative is the
continuation of year-round training within and adjacent to
current Navy East Coast and Gulf of Mexico Operating Areas.
Two action alternatives evaluate the capability of fixed and
seasonal active sonar training areas along the east coast
and Gulf of Mexico to nmeet operational criteria and provide
year-round training capacity and fidelity, include short
notice and surge deploynents of U S. Atlantic Fleet units.
Additionally, the EIS/CEIS may al so i ncorporate other
reasonabl e alternatives that neet the Navy’'s purpose and

need as informed by the public scoping process.

All alternatives would consider the protective neasures
used during Navy training to mnimze potential effects to

the mari ne envi ronnent.

The EIS/OEIS will evaluate the potential environnental

effects of ASWand M Wactive sonar training associated with



each alternati ve. Effects to be addressed will include, but

not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

1) Physical environnent - air and water quality and

anbi ent sound | evel s.

2) Biol ogical resources — wildlife, including threatened
and endanger ed species and otherwi se protected wildlife such
as marine manmal s and mgratory birds, fish and fisheries,

i ncludi ng anal ysis of essential fish habitat, coastal,
marine, and benthic conmmunities, and special biol ogical

resource areas.

3) Soci oecononi ¢ resources — including recreational,
commercial and industrial activities, safety and
occupational health and hazardous materials, airspace,

artificial reefs, and cultural resources.

The analysis wll include an evaluation of the direct,
indirect, short-term and cumul ative inpacts.
The Navy is initiating the scoping process to identify

public concerns and |l ocal issues that should be addressed in



the EIS/OEIS. Federal, state, and | ocal agencies and

i nterested persons are encouraged to provide coments to the
Navy to identify specific issues or topics of environnental
concern. Al comments provided at the scoping neetings wll

be eval uated in devel oping the scope of the ElI S/ CElS.

Witten coments on the EIS/CElIS shoul d be postmarked no
| ater than Decenber 1, 2006. Comrents rmay be nmailed to
Atl antic Division Naval Facilities Engi neering Conmmand,
Attn: Code EV21 (Atlantic Fleet Sonar PM, 6506 Hanpton

Boul evard, Norfol k, VA 23508-1278.

DATE

M A HARVI SON
Li eut enant Commander ,
Judge Advocate General’s Corps,

U.S. Navy,
Federal Register Liaison Oficer.




